
Vastu Sashtra 
General useful tips about construction, placement etc. 
 
If which room should be constructed in which direction is not kept in mind while planning a house, the 
whole building may go against the principles Vastu Shastra and it will create lot of troubles causing 
irreparable harms and loss to the owner / inmates. 
The other things which must be kept in mind are: 
Doors of each room should be facing East.  
Bedrooms should be in South and West.  
Placement of mirrors on South and West wall are inauspicious.  
While sleeping head should be in South or West but never in North.  
Pooja room should be in North East. All idols and photographs should be facing East or West.  
Toilet seat should be in North-South only. It should not be in East-West.  
Out houses should not touch the compound wall of North and East side.  
Stairs should always be in clock-wise direction.  
Anything underground should be in North or East.  
Anything above ground should be in South or West.  
Porch should not touch the North or East compound wall.  
Big trees should not be grown in North or East. They should be in South or West side of the house.  
Face East or North while reading or transacting any business deal.  
Face East while cooking, West is allowed if there is no alternative, but never face South while 
cooking.  
Total number of doors and windows should be in even number for each floor, but should not end in 
zero like 10, 20, 30. The width of the door should be half the height of the door. The door should not 
be too high, too low, too wide or too narrow. The doors should be rectangular and square doors 
should always be avoided.  
Ventilation should be looked after and good cross ventilation should be present.  
Never put the poster of crying girl, war scene, sexy scenes, angry man, owl, eagle etc. They are 
inauspicious.  
Doors should open inside the room and not outside.  
In bed rooms, always use bed of four legs only. Never use box type bed because it stops the air 
circulation under the bed which is bad for health.  
Never eat or drink in standing position.  
No room should be built under the stairs.  
The cupboard in the wall should be in the Southern or Western part direction of the house.  
In these kitchen, grinder, fridge, shelf and other heavy items should be towards South and West wall.  
There should be no water body in front of any entrance door of the house.  
The ratio between length and breadth of the building should normally be 1:1 or 1:1.5 or maximum 1:2. 
It should not exceed 1:2 in all circumstances. The building dimension should preferably be longer in 
North-South, shorter in East-West. 
Ground level should be higher in West, South West and South as compared to East, North and North 
East. It is better to keep North East the lowest 
Floor level should be higher in South, South West, South East and Western portion and lower in 
North, North East and East. The water should flow towards East or North and not in other directions. 
Central zone should be even. 
It is better to keep roofing sloping towards East and North.  
Now a days it has become a fashion to keep roofs sloping deeply :  
 
(1.) Keeping the roofs sloppy symmetrically in all sides : or 
(2.) If the slope is on East or North sides only, keeping the East or North or both sides down. The idea 
is to keep South and West heights in level. Slanting towards South or West only should be avoided as 
that will lead to serious health problems. 
 
There are two options for building height: 
(1.) Height can be equal every where in the building. 
(2.) Keeping South, South West and West higher as compared to other parts of the building. 
Conversely North, North East and East should be lower in heights. 
Terrace, portico, porch & balconies should be located only in North, East and North East sides of the 
building to bring health, wealth and happiness. Balconies should face North and East. 
The mezzanine floor should be placed in West or South side of the building. 
Normally building cellars and basement rooms etc. below the road level of a house should be 
avoided. Due to paucity of space now a days building cellars or basement is being widely adopted. 
Care should be taken to keep the height of the cellar or basement projecting up above the road level 
to some extent. Cellars or basement covering the entire plot is all right. If it is to be constructed only in 
a portion of basement it should be located only in North, North East and East sides preferably with 
entrance from North East. If constructed on South West that should be used for heavy storage. North 



West and South West portion should be used for servants, car parking etc. 
If cellars or basement are built in South, South West and West and used for living that will create 
mental tension and loss of wealth for inmates. 
Placing stair case in North or West zone turning right in the middle and emerging in the first floor 
facing East or South or South West zone is also auspicious. While climbing one should face West or 
South up to middle point and after that one can face any direction; emerging at the end at North East 
portion is considered auspicious. 
It will be auspicious to keep doors both at beginning and at the end of the stair case. It is also 
essential to ensure that the stair case does not touch Eastern or Northern wall. 
The steps should be in odd numbers like 11, 17, 23 etc. In other words, if the number is divided by 3, 
the remainder. 
The best place to construct servant quarter is South-East or North-West corners. Care should be 
taken to ensure (i) not to block the corners at South East or North West. (ii) the quarters should not 
touch the walls on East or North. 
The best place for garage is South-East or North-West and the garage walls should not touch the 
walls on East or North.  
 
The guard room: A regular concrete shelter or alternatively a wooden chowki is made in South West 
or other place near main gate. The shelter should be facing East or North. It is important to ensure 
that the watchman can easily see every movement from a distance itself. 
North West or South West zones are the right places for overhead tank. Since it is of having weight at 
a height, South-West is the best. Precaution should be taken to ensure that the overhead tank does 
not touch the main building. 
The right place for underground reservoir or water tank is the North East, the place of Eshwar, the 
God Supreme. The next choice is East Zone on the Northern side. 
The best place to locate a swimming pool is the North East side. It is better to build the swimming 
pool in a corner ( and not exactly at junction of North and East points ) where privacy is ensured.  
For this Southern or Western side should be used. South-West or North-West corners and central 
place of the house or building should never be used for this purpose. If possible Eastern and Northern 
side should also be avoided. The person sitting in water closets should face North or South or South-
West and never the East Direction. 
Vastu concepts regarding the plants and their plantation must be kept in mind so as to make your 
home not just superficially beautiful, but also Vastu oriented. As a general rule, gardens in homes or 
factories should always be in the North or West and of the compound. The South-East and South-
West are not to be selected for any kind of garden or plantation. Fruit bearing trees or trees with good 
foliage are always preferred to thorny trees. Care should be taken not to grow trees which have huge 
penetrating roots as it can prove harmful for the house.  
Generally gates in North, North-East and East directions are auspicious and good. Road facing South 
is not generally preferred. In South road plots, South West gate should be avoided. South-East gate 
is a better choice. In a plot facing West (road on Western side) South West main entrance gate 
should be avoided; North West gate is a better option. East or North direction is the best for placing 
main gate.  
Height of the building should be uniform to get the most advantageous results. There must be 
uniformity among projections or elevations.  
It is best if the building’s walls are higher on the west and south sides and lower on the north and east 
sides. Also, the south and west walls should be thicker than the north and east walls, if possible. The 
building’s floor and roof should be higher on the south and west sides, lower on the north and east 
sides. Neither the ground nor the building should be higher in the northeast than in the southwest. 
Rooms in the House  
Furniture, such as sofas, should be placed in the southeast, south, or west sides of a room. The 
house’s owner should sit facing north or east, and his guests should sit facing west or south.  
It is best that the northeast corner of each room in the house be left empty. If furniture must be set in 
the northeast corner, it should be set 15cm (six inches) from the wall. 
Do not align doors within the house. One door should not lead directly into another. 
It is best when a student studies that he face north, northeast, or east. Therefore a table in a study 
room should be placed in the south or west sides of the room. Books should be stored in the 
southwest side of the room. 
Do not keep money in a place facing south. 
When one prays, he should face either north or east. 
Beds should face either west or south to insure that when a person rises in the morning, he is facing 
either north or east. While asleep, one should place his head to the south, east, or west, not north.  
If one’s place of worship is in the bedroom (in the northeast), one should sleep with his head facing 
east to avoid pointing his feet toward the altar.  



Mirrors should be placed on the north or east walls, not on the south or west walls. Do not keep 
broken mirrors in the house.  
Clocks should be placed on the west, north, or east walls.  
Clothes should be washed in the southeast corner of the house. 
Medicine should be kept in the northeast corner of the house, and a person should face northeast 
while taking it. It is best to nurse those who are ill in the southwest corner of the house, although the 
northwest corner is also good. 
Rainwater and wastewater should leave the house from the northeast side. It should flow west to east 
or south to north. 
There should be an even number of columns and beams in the house, not odd. 
Doors should generally be made from a single piece of wood and should open on the left side. 
A television can be placed in the southeast side of a room. An overhead water tank should be located 
in the southwest side of a building. 
Stairways should be on the south, southwest, or west sides of a building. 
Certain pictures should not be hung in a house such as nudes, animals fighting, captured elephants, 
hunting scenes, trees without fruits or flowers, snakes, owls, bats, vultures and pigeons. 

 
Overhead Water Tank 
 
The overhead water tank should be in the southwest (best) or west corners of the building. An 
overhead water tank should not be located in the northeast or southeast corners, or in the middle of 
the roof. It is also best that it is not located in the northwest unless the tank is small and is located 
approximately 1m (2 or 3 ft) from the building’s corner. The tank should be elevated at least 1m (2 or 
3 ft) above the roof, on a platform.  
If possible, the tank should not be made of plastic. If it must be plastic, however, it should either be 
black or dark blue plastic, because such colors aid the absorption of sunlight. A dark water tank while 
absorbing sun for heat doesn’t encourage microbial growth as quickly as a light-colored tank would 
do.  
If possible, there should be different tanks for the kitchen and bathrooms.  

 
Living (Sitting) Room 
 
The living room should be on the north side of the house. Furniture should be square or rectangular, 
not round or oval.  
It is good if the ceiling slopes down toward the northeast direction.  
The air-conditioner should be in the west, not the southeast.  
Furniture should mainly be in the west and south section of the room. 
The walls should be painted white, yellow, green, or blue, never red or black. Depressing paintings 
should not be placed on the walls. 

 
Safe Room 
Money, valuables, or a safe should be stored in a room on the north side of the house. This is the 
side of Kubera, the god of wealth.  
The door to this room should be facing north or east.  
The walls should be painted yellow or mustard, because these lead to an increase of wealth. 
If the safe is large, it can be placed in the south, southwest, or west sides of the house, but it should 
always be set a few inches from the wall.  
It should not be in the southwest or southeast corner, and should definitely not be in a northeast 
corner.  
The safe should face north and open toward the north or east. It is inauspicious to have a safe 
opening to the south—this will cause a loss of money.  
The safe should not be located under any beams.  
Safes should be installed on a Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, when the Sun is in the 
constellations of Dhanishtha, Rohini, Uttara, Swati, Shravan or Punarvasu. 

 



Main Door 
The main door of the house should be larger than the other doors entering the house. 
The main door should have two shutters and open to the inside of the building. Teak is a good 
material for the entrance door. 
It is best that a house has two entrances. The exit door should be smaller than the entrance, and it 
should have only one shutter. If there are two external doors for the house, they should not be set in a 
straight line. 
When one enters the house, there should not be a wall in front of the entrance. There should be a 
door that opens to the next room. A shadow should not fall on the main door. The main door of the 
house should not be below ground. Neither should the main door be in the center of the house, nor in 
the extreme corners. If the door is set in the north wall, move it east of center; if it’s in the east wall, 
move it north of center. If it is set in the south wall, it should be moved east of center; if it is in the 
west wall, move it south of center. Some authorities say that if the house’s entrance is in the west 
wall. It should be centered. Some Vastu authorities say that to figure out where to place a main door, 
divide the house into nine parts. The door should be in the fourth section of the house from the left 
hand side. From the right side of the house, the entrance is in the sixth division from the right. 
The main door should not be situated across from the main door of another house. The entrance 
doors of two houses should not be exactly opposing one another. Neither should two houses share a 
common entrance. 
If the entrance of the house is to the south, there should not be a balcony or verandah in front of the 
door. 
It is good to set gates to both the property and the entrance to the house on the north or east sides. It 
is also all right to have the main door on the west wall. It is not advised to have the main entrance on 
the south side. 
It is considered auspicious if the entrance to the property and the main door of the house are on the 
same side. It is not considered good if the main door to the house is on the opposite side to the 
entrance of the property. 
There should not be an underground tank, septic tank, or canal under the main entrance. There 
should not be any abandoned, wrecked buildings in front of the main entrance. 
It is good to decorate a house’s entrance with pictures or statues of Laksmi, Ganesh or Kuvera and 
auspicious signs such as OM or the Swastika.  
Inauspicious pictures should not be on the door.  
Doors should have thresholds.  
Shoes should not be kept in front of the door, but to the side. 
The door should not be slanted, sliding, or circular. 

 
Balconies and Verandahs 
Balconies, verandahs, and terraces should ideally be built on the north, northeast, or east sides of the 
house, not on the south or west sides. If a balcony is on the southwest side of a house, it should be 
covered and closed. 
The floor or roof over a balcony or terrace should be lower than the floor or roof of the main building. 
It is best if the verandah’s roof is slanted toward the northeast. Tin is a good roofing material for such 
structures. The verandah’s corners should not be rounded, and balconies should not have arches. 
Flowerpots on the verandah should be small. No creepers should be planted on a verandah. The 
seats on the verandah should be set on the south or west sides. 
Shoes can be removed and placed on the verandah. They should not be placed to the northeast.  
Roof 
The roof of the house should slope towards the northeast and rainwater should flow to the north, east, 
or northeast direction. 

 
Study Room 
The library or study should be located on the west side of the building, but should not be located in 
the corners of the house. When using a library or study, it is best to sit facing east or north. 
The bookshelves should not be in the northwest or southwest corner. Books should be in the east, 
north, or west sides of the room. 
The door should be two-shuttered and should be located in the northeast, north, or west. Windows 
can be set on the east, north, or west walls. The walls should be painted white, sky blue, cream, or 
light green. 



If one will not sleep in the room, a pyramidal shape (walls sloping inward as they go upward towards 
the ceiling) will help study and meditation. 

 
Bedrooms 
The main bedroom should be on the southwest or northwest side of the house. If there is an upper 
story in the house, the master bedroom should be on this floor, in the southwest corner. Adult married 
children can also use this room. Younger children, however, should not use it because that will cause 
trouble in the household.  
Bedrooms on the northeast side of the house will also cause trouble.  
The children’s bedrooms should be in the northwest or west. The younger children’s bedroom can 
also be on the east side of the house, Newly married couples should not use a bedroom on the east 
side. Guest bedrooms are best located in the northwest corner, but can also be located in the 
northeast corner.  
Bedroom walls should be painted a light rose, dark blue, dark green, gray, etc. Some authorities say 
that the walls should not be painted white or a light yellow. The door should be set in the east, west or 
north, and should ideally be one shutter.  
One should sleep in his own house with his head facing east or south. If one is staying in someone 
else’s house, or while traveling, he should sleep with his head facing west. One should never sleep 
with his head facing north. Upon rising from bed, the right foot should be placed on the floor first. If 
one is to study in the bedroom, the east side should be used. The wardrobe should be located on the 
northwest or southwest side of the bedroom. TV, heaters, and air conditioners should be located in 
the southeast corner.  
The southwest corner of the room should not be vacant. An attached bathroom could be built on the 
west or north sides of the room. It is best not to keep the safe in a bedroom, but if this is the only 
place for the safe, it should be located on the south wall, opening north.   
Avoid keeping the photo, calendar or idols of any Deities in the bedroom. 
At night it is advisable to keep a light burning. A night bulb will do. Never keep the bedroom pitch 
dark. 

 
Bathroom & Toilet  
 
Bathrooms can be on the west or north west sides of the building, but not on the eastern or north 
eastern sides. The toilet room should also not be located on the south east, the south west, or in the 
center of the building. The morning sun falling on the body after bathing is good, so windows should 
be set in the north or east sides of the room. 
Ideally, toilets should face south, not east or west (in the direction of the sun). The toilet should be 
located on the west or northwest side of the room and should be built 30–60cm (1 or 2 feet) above 
the ground. An attached bathroom should be on the west or northwest side of a room, never on the 
northeast side. 
Sinks should be placed on the northeast, north, or east sides of the room. Bathtubs should be located 
on the northeast, west, or east sides. 
Bathroom walls should be painted white, sky blue, or another light shade. Do not use black or dark 
red. 
Water should leave the bathroom from the east or northeast side. Water should not leave from the 
southwest or southeast directions. The overhead septic tank should be on the northwest side of the 
house. 

 
Trees & plants: Plants should be planted during auspicious constellations. It is ideal to plant during 
the bright half, i.e., close to full moon. Saplings should first be planted in clay pots and only later 
placed in the ground. This enables them to grow better. 
It is always good to grow a Tulasi plant on one’s property. Tulasi should be located on the north, 
northeast, or east sides of the house, or in front of the house. Trees should not be planted directly in 
front of the house’s main entrance. There should be an even number of trees on one’s property, not 
an odd number. Trees should be planted on the south or west sides of the house. Ideally, they should 
be planted on both these sides rather than on only one side. It is not good to plant a tall tree on the 
north, northeast, or east sides of a building.  
Smaller trees may be planted on the east or north sides, but no trees should be planted in the 
northeast corner. Tall trees should not be too close to a building as they block the sunlight. A tree’s 
shadow should not fall on the house. Large trees should not be located too near the house as their 



roots can damage the foundation and compound wall. Also, the roots of large trees absorb sunlight 
quickly, meaning these positive rays will not be received by the building. Do not allow tree branches 
to touch the house.  
Stone sculptures and rock gardens should be located on the southwest side of the house because 
they are heavy.  
Thorny plants should not be planted near the house. Cactus should not be planted at all. Thorny 
plants other than roses have a negative energy. Ideally all thorny plants should be pulled up and 
destroyed.  
A list of good trees to plant: coconut, neem, betal, sandalwood, lemon, pineapple, bilva, almond, 
jackfruit, pomegranate, mango, amla, and katha.   
Banyan and Pipal (Aswatha) are sacred trees; they should usually only be planted near a temple or at 
a sacred place.  
Creepers or other plants should not be grown by using the building or compound wall as support. 
Creepers should only be grown in a garden, and they should have their own independent supports.  
If a tree must be removed because it is inauspicious or for other reasons, it should be removed in the 
months of Magh or Bhadrapada. The day before cutting the tree, worship it and express regret that it 
must be removed from its rooting. Promise to plant a new tree in its place. Do so within three months. 
When cutting the tree, it should fall east or north, not south or west. 

 
Pooja (Temple) Room  
 
Worship should be done in the north east, north, or east sides of the house. It is best that the temple 
room is in the northeast corner of the house.  
The worship room should not be to the south.  
The place of worship should be on the ground floor and not upstairs. 
The altar should be located on the northeast side of the temple room.  
The deities or pictures of the deities should either face east or west, and should not face north or 
south. It is best that the Deities face west and the worshipers face east. 
The altar should not be set into the wall but should be at least 2.5 cm (an inch) from it. 
The door to the temple room should have two shutters. 
Toilets should never be above or below the place of worship.  
White, light yellow, or light blue are good colors for a temple room. It is good if the worship room is 
shaped like a pyramid, sloping inward as it goes upward toward the roof in the four directions.  

 


